
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Wiatt Family. Ill 

WIATT FAMILY. 

( Continued from pages 35-45.) 

Eo doubt many persons in the United States will be grateful 
for the light thrown on the Wiatt family by Mr. William Henry 
Wiatt, of Acton, London. He has now sent some further ma- 
terial from old letters in his possession. His own letter to the 
Editor is of such general interest that in publishing it he hopes 
that Mr. Wiatt will excuse the liberty. 

William Henry Wiatt, of Acton, London, to the Editoe. 

London, June 13, 1903. 

My Dear Sir: I received your letter of 5th May, and am extremely 
obliged to you for further details about the Wiatts, and for the kind 
help you are giving me in this matter. I have been searching for years 
for this information, but have never met a Virginian or any one who 
could tell me anything about that place; all the Americans I have met 
apparently came from New York, and took little interest in those who 
were in the country two hundred and fifty years before their forefathers 
had arrived. John Wiatt's(/ : )* letter that you ask about was written 
to my great-grandfather, William Wiatt (j) , and not to my grandfather, 
who was then, in 1756, only six years old, and who died about 1803. 
Through the loss of his parents in infancy my father could say nothing 
more about the history than could be found in the letters, and it re- 
mained a mystery to him and his successors why the claim to Boxley 
was set aside. One of the last letters from Fredericksburg, undated, 
states that the Power of Atty was executed, and some affidavits taken, 
and the Governor's signature and seal of State was being procured, and 
that all the papers when ready were to be sent to my grandfather for 
him to put forward the claim for William Wiatt's(») succession to 
Boxley Abbey property. After this all is a complete blank, and my 
only conjecture is that it was impossible to obtain marriage certificates 
from the Colony, these records having been lost, especially in the case 
of this claimant's father. (Thomas W. (I) writes, 5 April, 1774, that 
no marriage certificate could be obtained, as the minister and all persons 
present at wedding were dead.) 

The oldest letter in my possession is one to my great-grandfather, 
at Liverpool, from Francis Wiat(i) (your last letter says this Francis 
Wiat married Lucy Eowe, 30 Oct., 1742), dated 27 August, 1747, in 
Gloucester county, where the crops had all been burnt up for want of 
rain, the worst state of things in his experience. His wife had received 
her dyed gown, and he asks if a bargain can be had in wigs to be sup- 
plied with two. His brother Edward (k) lived with him and kept 

* The letters against the names, in parentheses, are those given on 
the tree sent you in my last. 
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school, and Thomas (I) was at Hob's Hole* with Mr. Mills. I hope, 
with the information I have sent, and am sending, that you may be able 
to remove some of the confusion that you state exists in the Wiatt his- 
tory, and that you may see fit to rewrite it, giving the Virginian tree: 
in the form given in the History of Boxley Parish, of the older Wiatts. 

I paid my first visit to Boxhey last summer, and until then was un- 
aware of the existence of J. Cave-Browne's work. This may seem 
strange, but when I tell you that I -left England in 1856 for Brazil, and 
from then until 1894 I lived nearly thirty years of my life there, you 
will see it was not from apathy, but from absence, that I was prevented 
from making this pilgrimage. 

I was greatly interested in the tablet over the choir in the old 
church recording Hawt Wiatt's death in 1638, exactly two hundred years 
prior to my own birth in 1838. The confederate cruiser Alabama called 
in at Bahia when I was there, in 1863, and the officers were frequent 
visitors at my house, and Captain Semmes thanked me for a small ser- 
vice rendered him. Although I knew nothing in those days about my 
own Virginian ancestry, it would seem as if my actions were being con- 
trolled by it. In 1864, I again met some of the officers in Paris, after 
the ship was sunk. 

You make no mention of any living Wiatts; possibly they have 
shared the fate described in T. Roosevelt's New York, in a foot-note to 
Chap. VI., namely, "Of the men of high social standing in the old world, 
who came over to make their fortune in the new, probably the majority 
failed, and their descendants slipped into the lower ranks of the popu- 
lation." This was certainly the fate of Wm. Wiatt (n), the poor weaver, 
heir to Boxley, whom my relative, Wm. Wiatt (r) visited about 1780. 
If that family has disappeared, then I am the next immediate successor 
to this honor, shorn now, alas! of its former attributes.! 1* interests 
me very much to learn that your own ancestor, Henry Tyler, was a 
neighbor of the first Virginian Wiatt. Who knows but what the fami- 
lies may have intertwined in the remote branches in the last three cen- 
turies, and if so it would indeed be a fitting coincidence that you should 
perpetuate their memories as you are doing. Probably no colony was 
ever peopled by a larger percentage of English of "high social standing" 
than Virginia, and if the heroic stand you made under General Lee was 
the result, there is much to be proud of in it. 

* Hob's Hole is now "Tappahannock." Thomas Wiatt married Sukey 
Edmundson, of Essex county. — Editor. 

f A noteworthy branch of this family is represented by Rev. William 
E. Wiatt and A. T. Wiatt, clerk of Gloucester county at present writing. 
They are sons of the late Dr. William G. Wiatt, who married Louisa 
Stubbs, daughter of John S. Stubbs. Dr. William G. Wiatt was son of 
Dr. William E. Wiatt, sheriff of Gloucester (born 1762; died 1802), 
and of Mary Graham, his wife (of Prince William county). The last 
William E. Wiatt, was son of John Wiatt (born May 15, 1732, and died 
January 5, 1805), and Mary, daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth 
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I enclose four pages of extracts from letters written by William 
Wiatt (r) to Francis W. (g), his brother, my grandfather, at Liverpool, 
who was never in Virginia. The writer of these somewhat bitter re- 
marks afterwards established a business at Fredericksburg (Wiatt & 
Muir), and he and his partner would appear to have married two sisters, 
there. 

In case you publish anything further about the Wiatts, I shall be- 
much obliged if you will send me a copy of each Magazine, and I will 
remit you the cost, and I shall at all times be very pleased to hear from 
you. Your publications, and my late searchings through these old let- 
ters, have excited my interest in this history. 

I am Yours very sincerely, W. H. Wiatt. 

Lyon G. Tyler, Esq., Williamsburg, Va., V. 8. A. 

William Wiatt (r), of Fredericksburg, Va., to his Brother, 
Francis Wiatt (g), at Liverpool. 

{Extracts.) 

Fredericksberg, 21st July, 1772. 

The Virginians has no idea of bringing up their children to. 
business. If a person has two or three negros and a few acres 
of land, let him have what quantity of children he may, they 
must all be brought up genteely to preserve the dignity of the 
family, although he spends twice his annual income. Such has 
been the method all our relations have taken, and when the prin- 
cipal prop was sunk, the greater part of them were reduced tc- 
poverty and obliged to be a burthen to the rest of his friends. 

F'berg, 26th June, 1773. 
The late bankruptcies have made prodigious alterations within 
these 9 months, the factors for the Scotch merchants in Glasgow 
are forbid to draw, and a great number of their bills come back 

Todd, of "Toddbury," in Gloucester. Mary Graham, above mentioned, 
was the daughter of John Graham and Elizabeth Cocke, daughter of 
Catesby Cocke, who was son of Dr. William Cocke, Secretary of State, 
of Virginia 1712-1722, and Elizabeth Catesby, daughter of Mark 
Catesby, the celebrated naturalist (see Judge Jones' Jones Family, p. 
123). 

The will of John Graham, dated March 1, 1783, and proved Sept. 5, 
1787, in Prince William county, names sons Robert, Walter, William, 
John, Catesby and daughter Jane. Makes John Wiatt and "son-in-law" 
William Edward Wiatt guardians of daughter Jane, and appoints sons 
Robert Graham and Dr. William Graham, John Wiatt and William Ed- 
ward Wiatt executors. Recorded by Robert Graham, clerk of the court. 
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protested; of course, the merchants here who would endeavor to 
support his credit in Britain were under a necessity of shipping 
large quantities of the gold and silver to amount of £100,000 
within these 9 months. You must think it must in a great 
measure stop the circulation of cash till a supply can be had 
from other Colonies or the mother country. The inhabitants 
are much to be pitied, but they might have rendered themselves 
independent if they had any perseverance, but their natural in- 
dolency of temper will not permit them to go through any 
fatigue. Had they any knowledge of what was going to happen 
they would no doubt have laboured to stem the current of ad- 
versity, but while prosperity lead they were intent on the pur- 
suit of pleasure. Ask a Virginian whether he felt within him- 
self that real satisfaction when he was rioting and horse racing 
that he does now in endeavouring to discharge those duties in- 
cumbent, that of providing for himself and family, he will tell 
you, if he speaks ingenuously, that he felt none, but what the 
stings of conscience suggested to him at the time he was doing 
himself and family such a piece of injustice. The years 1773, 
etc., one would imagine, ought to be ever memorable years with 
them; they should instill into their youth the principals of 
industry; the distresses of their country should be painted in 
lively colours, that it might not share such a scene of general 
calamities again. 

Predericksberg, 31st August, 1773. 

Our exchange at present is 30 per cent., 5 per cent, above par, 
consequently 5 per cent, better than sterling money. Our com- 
mon exchange is 25 per cent., equivalent in value to sterling 
money, but if it is higher it is worth more, if less then less in 
value. When we export tobacco, which is the principal com- 
modity, we write for insurance to the merchant, whom it goes 
consigned to. We have no underwriters in Virginia, at least in 
these ports, and if we want anything from Philadelphia, we de- 
sire our correspondent to get insurance on the amount of what 
goods he exports. 

The climate of Virginia is too hot for Europeans. I have 
known one night to be so excessively hot that you could hardly 
bear a sheet on, and before morning such an alteration that you 
might wear your winter clothing, we are subject to such changes 
in winter, and according to the minutest calculations we undergo 
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50 such variations in 12 months. You must have patience ; you 
know my present situation will not permit me to travel 200 
large odd miles to give you a drawing of the house my father (/) 
was born in, but if ever business carries me that way, I will pro- 
cure the name, the plan, , with the elevation of the house to 
satisfy your curiosity. 

Fredericksberg, 3rd July, 1774. 
The short, pathetic paragraph in yours of the 31st march, 
relative to the people of Boston, is what they justly merit. Don't 
imagine me prejudiced when I say they deserve worse treatment 
from the hands of the English ; their manner of proceeding was 
so unlike men of spirit and resolution. In the disguise of In- 
dians they went and destroyed the property of a Company, who 
had the liberty of sending their commodities to any of his 
Majesties British Colonies in America. If they found it a pre- 
meditated design in Government to tax the people, it was their 
"business to have stored the Tea, let it lie in the publick ware- 
houses and rot ; the duty must have been paid by the persons to 
whom it was consigned, at such a period, and it was in their 
power either to purchase or let it remain at the risk of the con- 
signees ; but they are a cunning, designing set ; they were afraid 
it would hurt their smuggling trade with Statia. As it was uni- 
versally known at the time of destroying the Tea some of the 
principal leading men had three ships in the Islands of Statia 
for that herb (Tea), which they pretend they so universally de- 
spise. The newspapers abound with the heroic behaviour of the 
females on the occasion; when they were made sensible of the 
destructive qualities of the herb they, without repining, gave up 
the only liberty they possess, that of drinking Tea. I am since 
informed they have drunk it with more pleasure, and in greater 
■quantities than ever, but of that which is smuggled. Enclosed, 
in a parcel, you will see a copy taken from the original of our 
family arms. 



The following is extracted from the letter from which I have 
already given you some extracts on page 2 of my own letter : 

"I hear that Mr. Coleman has disposed of your land, but for 
how much, I cannot inform you. I also hear that Great Squire 
Wiat [this is evidently Edward Wyatt, of Boxley, who died in 
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1753] is in so bad a state of health that his life is very much 
despaired of; if you should have an opportunity of knowing 
whether Boxley land was ever entailed, should esteem it a great 
favor if you would let me know." {From Francis Wiatfs Letter, 
27 Aug., 1747.) 



FAMILY EECOEDS OF ANDERSON, PATE, TYLER, 

GRAVES AND MOURING FAMILIES. 

(Copied from the Family Record Book of Robert Anderson, late of 
Williamsburg, Va.) 

(Continued from pp. 29-35.) 

Anderson Family.* 

James Anderson, the great-grandfather of Robert Anderson, 
of the city of Williamsburg, and State of Virginia, was born in 
Scotland, and married Anne McNeale, of Ireland, where he 
settled for a time, and then removed to England, and where he 
and his wife died. During his residence in Ireland, he had two 
sons, William and John, who, after the death of their parents, 
emigrated to America, and settled in Gloucester county, Va., 
where they both married. John and his wife died in Gloucester 
county, leaving an only child, a daughter, who married and 
removed to the county of Caroline, to reside. William 2 , the 
eldest son, and grandfather to Robert Anderson, married Sarah 
Pate, in Gloucester county, on the eighteenth f of February, 
1736-'37, and by her had the following children, to-wit : 

Annie, born on Monday, the 26th of December, 1737-38, at 
1 p. m., and married John Mouring, of Gloucester county. 

James 3 , born on Thursday, the 24th of January, 1739-'40, at 
7 : 30 p. m., and married Hannah Tyler, of Essex county, on the 
Sth of February, 1766. He died in Williamsburg, on the — 
day of September, 1798, and was buried in Bruton Parish 
Church-yard, in that city, where the remains of his wife were 
afterwards deposited, near to his own, in 1803, she having died in 
Williamsburg on the 12th day of January, in that year. 

Sarah, born on Thursday, the 26th of November, 1741,$ at 

* For tombstones of Matthew Anderson and George Dabney Anderson, 
see Quarterly, III., 184, 185. 

f Parish Register says 17th. $ Register says 23 Nov., 1741. 



